Yep, Water’s
Coming Out:
Staying on Top of |
Eyewash, Shower i
~ Maintenance
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To purchose the ANSI
Z358.1-200 Standard for
Emergency Eyewash and
Shower Equipment, visit
safetyequipment.org and
click on “Purchase ISEA
Standards and
Publications.”

hat keeps you up at night? For

many industrial managers it's

the possibility of having one of
their employees injured on the job. Could
there be anything worse? The answer is “yes,”
there sure could be! How about having an
injured worker make @ beeline fo the near-
est emergency shower or eyewash and have
it be inoperative or have it spray out rusty
water. It also wouldn't be Christmas morn-
ing to have your friendly U.S. Occupational
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)
representative visit and find those or a host
of other conditions.

Avoiding such problems and many oth-

ers is one of the reasons that there is the
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weekly activation requirement established
in the ANSI Z358.1-200 standard for
Emergency Eyewash and Shower Equipment.
But, what all should be looked at and what's
the difference between the weekly test and
the more detailed annual inspection?

ANSI Z358.1 (section 4.6.2 and others)
specifies that emergency showers,
eyewashes and combination units “shall be
activated weekly for a period long enough
to verify operation and ensure that flushing
fluid is available.” This requirement is
designed to assure that we have verified the
operational condition of the equipment.
Additional notes in the standard clarify its
intention to be “to ensure that there is
flushing fluid supply at the head of the
device and to clear the supply line of any
sediment build-up that could prevent fluid
from being delivered to the head of the
device and to minimize microbial contami-
nation due fo sitting water.”

So, the somewhat mechanical function
of activating drench showers and
eyewashes weekly has a factual reason to
be done; a more or less intuitive reason.
But, what about the other aspects of emer-
gency equipment design, installation and
operation that can deteriorate or change
over time2 How about things like the requi-
site 10 second, unimpeded access to emer-
gency showers and/or eyewashes? s it
possible that uninformed employees might
have inadvertently placed obstacles in the
path to showers and eyewashes? You bet!

It's also possible that the condition of the
spray heads can be altered by mineral
build-up around the small holes that are
designed to diffuse the spray pattern, or by
some other subtly occurring change. So,
taking one’s time and considering every-
thing in the environment should also be
part of the weekly review. The weekly acti-
vation and checks should be done using
checklist that assures that all required ele-
ments are reviewed.

ANSI Z358.1 also specifies that a more
detailed evaluation of emergency equip-
ment facilities must be done annually. This
much more thorough evaluation includes
areas such as individual shower/eyewash
and total system overall operation, possible







